
Re-envisioning urban landscapes for a greener Bay Area 

How to Navigate Federal Eligibility for Sustainable Streets 
Learn how federal funding considerations relate to Bay Area complete/green streets projects 

What Are Sustainable Streets?  

Sustainable Streets are projects that integrate safety and 
mobility improvements of Complete Streets1 with 
environmental benefits of Green Streets that utilize green 
stormwater infrastructure to manage runoff.   

Why Sustainable Streets Are Important 

Sustainable Street projects cost-effectively achieve multiple 
local and regional priorities, including:  

• Transportation safety – Providing landscaped areas
between pedestrians and traffic (Photos 1 and 2) or
between bicycle facilities and motor vehicles (Photo 3).

• Climate change mitigation – Providing bicycle and
pedestrian improvements to help reduce vehicle miles 
traveled and incorporating landscaping that provides carbon sequestration and reduces urban heat-island effects. 

• Drainage management – Green street facilities such as rain gardens or stormwater planters absorb stormwater runoff
and can address common drainage challenges in bulb-out and curb extension designs (Photos 1 through 3).

• Alleviation of localized flooding and drainage issues – Green street facilities, such as stormwater planters or rain
gardens, can be designed to help alleviate existing problems with localized flood control and storm drainage (Photo 4).

• Regulatory compliance – Most Bay Area municipalities are required to build green stormwater infrastructure into
projects under the Municipal Regional Stormwater Permit (MRP).

• Local planning goals – Many Bay Area municipalities and agencies have adopted Green Stormwater Infrastructure
Plans, Complete Streets Plans, Bicycle and Pedestrian and/or Active Transportation Plans, which may prioritize
Sustainable Streets projects.

1 Terms in italics are defined in hover text in the electronic file of this fact sheet, available at www.sfestuary.org/urban-greening-bay-area/. 

Photo 1. Bulb-out with raingarden in Burlingame, CA  
Photo: San Mateo Countywide Water Pollution Prevention Program 
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Sustainable Streets = Complete Streets + Green Streets 

The illustrations below include examples of both a Complete Street, which aims to ensure safe and convenient 
transportation options for all users, as well as a Sustainable Street, which integrates water quality and environmental 
benefits, in addition to safety measures and mobility options. 

Example of Complete Street: 
Common features of Complete 
Streets include improved access 
for bicyclists and bus stops, 
pedestrian safety measures, and 
streetscape enhancements that 
help to encourage pedestrian 
activity such as landscaping, 
seating areas, and pedestrian-
scale streetlights. 

Example of Sustainable Street: 
Additional features commonly 
included in Sustainable Streets 
are bioretention features for 
stormwater infiltration and 
improved drainage (such as, rain 
gardens or stormwater planters, 
pervious medians and 
pavements) as well as large 
canopy trees to retain rainfall, 
and cool the urban landscape. 

Images:  Bottomley Urban Design
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What Types of Sustainable Street Improvements May Receive 
Federal Funding through OBAG? 

Some federal surface transportation funding, such the One Bay Area 
Grant (OBAG) program, can be used by cities and counties for 
Sustainable Streets by including complementary green stormwater 
infrastructure in eligible transportation projects. Examples of 
Sustainable Streets improvements that can be eligible for OBAG 
funding include: 

• Safe Routes to School projects with bulb-outs that include rain
gardens or stormwater planters, which can address drainage
challenges, buffer pedestrians from traffic, and shorten
pedestrian crossing distances (see Photo 1, below).

• Pedestrian safety improvements to the streetscape can include
landscape enhancements that also provide stormwater
management benefits (see Photo 2, below).

• Road diet projects that include bicycle lanes and stormwater
planters or rain gardens beautify streetscapes and may be
designed to provide a buffer between bicyclists and motor
vehicle traffic (see Photo 3, below).

• Pervious pavement incorporated into a street rehabilitation or
improvement project can address local drainage issues and
provide aesthetic enhancements (see Photo 5, below).

When Can OBAG Funding Be Used for Sustainable Streets?  
All projects – including projects with green stormwater infrastructure 
elements – must be consistent with overall OBAG policies and must be 
nominated by the sponsor’s County Transportation Agency and 
selected for funding by MTC through a competitive selection process. 
Proposed projects are limited to the requirements of OBAG’s federal 
funding program sources:  Surface Transportation Block Grant 
Program (STP) and Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement 
Program (CMAQ).  Green Street features may be an eligible 
component of an OBAG project; however, please note the following: 

• The project’s overall purpose and need must focus on
transportation.

• Green Street features need to enhance or complement the
transportation-based project.

• The Green Street share of the project budget should be
appropriate as a project enhancement or complement.

One Bay Area Grant Program The 
OBAG program is one of the primary 
mechanisms by which the Metropolitan 
Transportation Commission (MTC) 
implements the vision laid out in Plan Bay 
Area 2050, the region’s long-range 
transportation and land use plan. A key 
component of OBAG is the County & 
Local Program, which links transportation 
funding with key regional policy goals 
such as focusing growth to reduce vehicle 
miles traveled and greenhouse gas 
emissions and incentivizing the 
production and preservation of 
affordable housing. Working with County 
Transportation Agencies, MTC invests 
OBAG County & Local Program funding in 
local priorities for bicycle and pedestrian 
infrastructure, Safe Routes to School, 
Transportation for Livable Communities 
projects, road diets, and transit 
improvements in support of 
implementing Plan Bay Area. The current 
cycle of the OBAG County & Local 
Program (OBAG 3) provides $375 million 
in federal transportation funds to local 
transportation projects over a four-year 
period; the next cycle of funding 
(OBAG 4) is anticipated in 2026.  

Photo 2: Stormwater planter, Latham Square, Oakland 
Photo: CD+A 
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OBAG Limitations and Other Funding Sources 
Please note that this fact sheet is provided for informational 
purposes only. MTC does not endorse any specific project type 
nor guarantee OBAG funding to any specific project or project 
type.  

Local agencies developing Sustainable Streets projects may 
consider various types of funding sources, such as the Senate 
Bill 1 (SB 1) Local Streets and Roads Program and the Active 
Transportation Program. More information about these 
funding programs is available at the San Francisco Estuary 
Partnership’s Sustainable Streets webpage, at the link shown 
below.  

Resources for More Information 
Visit San Francisco Estuary Partnership’s Sustainable (Green) 
Streets webpage: https://www.sfestuary.org/green-streets for 
more information, including: 

• Case Studies.
• Information on Sustainable Streets facilities.
• Information on funding options for Sustainable Streets.

For questions specific to MTC’s OBAG program, please 
contact Thomas Arndt by emailing tarndt@bayareametro.gov.  

About Urban Greening Bay Area 

Urban Greening Bay Area is a collaborative effort, led by the 
San Francisco Estuary Partnership, to re-envision Bay Area 
urban landscapes with widespread green infrastructure that 
improves water quality, reduces local flooding, and helps 
mitigate anticipated climate change impacts. This fact sheet 
was prepared in partnership with the Bay Area Stormwater 
Management Agencies Association, with funding from the 
United States Environmental Protection Agency. 

Photo 4. Rain garden and stormwater planters in curb extensions, 
Donnelly Avenue, Burlingame 
Photo: City of Burlingame

Photo 3: Stormwater planter, Harrison Street, Oakland 
Photo: CD+A 

Photo 5. Allston Way pervious pavement, Berkeley  
Photo: Friends of Five Creeks 

https://www.sfestuary.org/green-streets/

	TB_CompleteStreets: 
	TB_GSI: 
	TB_GSI_1: 
	TB_ClimateChangeMitigation: 
	ClimateChangeMitigation: Efforts to reduce or prevent emission of greenhouse gases, such as using new technologies and renewable energies, making older equipment more energy efficient, or changing management practices or consumer behavior.
	TB_GreenStreets: 
	GreenStormwaterInfrastructure: A stormwater management approach that uses  vegetation, soil, and engineered systems (e.g., permeable pavements and bioretention facilities) to safely slow, filter, and cleanse stormwater runoff  from rooftops, streets, sidewalks, and other impervious surfaces. Green stormwater infrastructure is designed to mimic nature and capture rainwater where it falls, rather than direct untreated runoff into storm drainage systems that discharge directly into creeks, San Francisco Bay, or the Pacific Ocean.
	VMT: A metric used in transportation planning that measures the amount of travel for all vehicles in a geographic region over a given period of time (typically a one-year period) and is calculated by adding up all the miles driven by all the cars and trucks on all the roadways in a region.
	TB_VMT: 
	CarbonSequestration: The process by which atmospheric carbon dioxide is taken up by trees, grasses, and other plants through photosynthesis and is stored as carbon in plants and soils.
	TB_CarbonSequestration: 
	TB_UrbanHeatIsland: 
	UrbanHeatIsland: Urbanized areas that experience higher temperatures than outlying areas, due to the concentration of structures (such as buildings, roads, and other infrastructure) that absorb the sun’s heat more than natural landscapes such as forests and water bodies. Urban areas, where these structures are highly concentrated and greenery is limited, become “islands” of higher temperatures relative to outlying areas. 
	CurbExtension: Curb extensions—also known as bulb-outs—extend the sidewalk or curb line out into the parking lane and reduce the effective street width. This improves pedestrian crossings by reducing the pedestrian crossing distance, reducing the time that pedestrians are in the street, visually and physically narrowing the roadway, and improving the ability of pedestrians and motorists to see each other.
	TB_CurbExtension: 
	MRP: A permit issued by the San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board that regulates stormwater discharges from storm drain systems operated by municipalities and local agencies in Alameda, Contra Costa, San Mateo, and Santa Clara counties, and the cities of Fairfield, Suisun City, and Vallejo.
	TB_MRP: 
	ActiveTransportation: Active modes of transportation, such as walking and biking. Increasing the proportion of trips accomplished by walking and biking helps achieve greenhouse gas reduction goals and enhance public health.
	TB_ActiveTransportation: 
	TB_Bioretention: 
	Bioretention: Shallow, vegetated basins that are engineered to remove pollutants from stormwater runoff from rooftops, sidewalks, and streets. This type of stormwater management approach is a type of green stormwater infrastructure that mimics natural hydrology by allowing the collected stormwater to infiltrate into the soil and to evaporate and transpire (“evapotranspire”) into the air. Transpiration is a natural process by which plants release water into the air after taking it up from the soil.  
	TB_Bulb-outs: 
	Bulb-outs: Bulb-outs—also known as curb extensions—extend the sidewalk or curb line out into the parking lane and reduce the effective street width. This improves pedestrian crossings by reducing the pedestrian crossing distance, reducing the time that pedestrians are in the street, visually and physically narrowing the roadway, and improving the ability of pedestrians and motorists to see each other. 
	SafeRoutes: Safe Routes to Schools programs focus on encouraging and enabling school children to walk, bicycle, carpool, and utilize transit as means of getting to school. This involves supporting schools with the implementation of various projects and activities that seek to decrease traffic congestion around school sites, reduce school-related travel emissions, and improve the health, well-being, and safety of student participants. 
	CompleteStreets: A transportation facility that is planned, designed, operated, and maintained to provide safe mobility for all users, including bicyclists, pedestrians, transit vehicles, truckers, and motorists, appropriate to the function and context of the facility.
	GreenStreets: A stormwater management approach that incorporates vegetation (perennials, shrubs, trees), soil, and engineered systems (e.g., pervious pavement and bioretention facilities) into the roadway right-of-way to safely slow, filter, and cleanse stormwater runoff from streets, sidewalks, and other impervious surfaces. Green streets are designed to capture rainwater where it falls, rather than direct untreated runoff into storm drainage systems that discharge directly into creeks, San Francisco Bay, or the Pacific Ocean. 
	TB_SafeRoutes: 
	TB_RainGarden: 
	RainGarden: Shallow, vegetated basins that collect and absorb runoff from rooftops, sidewalks, and streets. This stormwater management approach is a type of green infrastructure that mimics natural hydrology by infiltrating, evaporating and transpiring—or “evapotranspiring”—stormwater runoff.
	TB_RainGarden2: 
	StormwaterPlanters: Stormwater planters are urban rain gardens with vertical walls and either open or closed bottoms. This stormwater management approach is a type of green infrastructure that collects and absorbs runoff from sidewalks, parking lots, and streets and is ideal for space-limited sites in dense urban areas and as a streetscaping element.
	TB_StormwaterPlanters: 
	Buffer: Provide space immediately next to the sidewalk (between the curb and sidewalk) that may consist of a variety of different elements that help protect pedestrians from motor vehicle traffic. Types of buffers include curb extensions, parklets, stormwater management features, parking, bike racks, bike share stations, and curbside bike lanes or cycle tracks.
	TB_Buffer: 
	RoadDiet: A transportation design approach that reduces the number of lanes in an existing multi-lane roadway segment and reallocates portions of the
roadway cross section to other uses such as bike lanes, pedestrian refuge islands, transit stops, or parking.

	TB_RoadDiet: 
	PerviousPavement: Pavement that comprises either entirely
permeable material (e.g., gravel or porous concrete) or impermeable material broken up with permeable seams, spaces, or joints (e.g., pavers). One or more layers of porous material is installed underneath the paved surface and temporarily holds water while it infiltrates into surrounding soils. This approach mimics natural hydrology by capturing and infiltrating stormwater runoff. 
	TB_PerviousPavement: 


